OSHA/NIOSH Small Business Handbook Features Self-Inspection Checklists

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Small Business Safety
has a variety of resources to help small businesses keep their and Health Handbook
employees safe on the job. One of the most popular is the
Small Business Safety and Health Handbook, available in
English and Spanish. OSHA worked with the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) to
comprehensively update this publication in 2021.

The handbook features a set of self-inspection checklists to
help employers identify and address workplace hazards. The 2
checklists cover a range of workplace safety and health topics | & & OsiA [@

for general industry workplaces, such as electrical safety, fire T "

protection, hazard communication, materials handling, and OSHA/NIOSH Small Business Handbook
personal protective equipment. OSHA recently added new

checklists for ergonomics, heat illness prevention, infection control plans, workplace violence,
and young workers. Each one includes a list of relevant OSHA standards and other resources
from OSHA and NIOSH.

The handbook summarizes the benefits of an effective safety and health program. It also reviews
key safety and health resources for small business, including the OSHA On-Site Consultation
Program and the NIOSH Small Business Resource Guide. For more information, visit OSHA’s
Small Business page.

“The revised Small Business Handbook is a valuable tool to help employers identify where to
take action to make their workplaces safer and more healthful for their employees,” said Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health Jim Frederick. “Safety has to be
a continuous process that involves preventing injuries and illnesses, and saving lives.”

“Small businesses face many unique challenges and providing a safe and healthy work
environment shouldn’t be one of them,” said NIOSH Director John Howard, M.D. “The updated
Small Business Handbook is an easy-to-use tool to help keep your most valuable asset — your
employees — safe and healthy on the job.”
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